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How Sutaria fought red tape to give us data on air
pollution
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Every year, the air we breathe becomes an issue of ever greater
urgency. And Ronak Sutaria’s Respirer Living Sciences, a six-year-
old Pune-based venture, is playing a role in addressing the
problem with devices that cost much less than imported
alternatives.Respirer uses sensor technology to measure
individual pollutants in the air (largely PM2.5 and PM10) and
transmits the data to a cloud, from where it can be accessed
realtime on a dashboard. All the equipment is scientifically
validated before being installed. Data collected every minute from
hundreds of locations through loT-enabled air-quality monitoring
devices — developed in-house by Respirer (apart from the sensors)
—is made available for the relevant authorities and agencies, and

in some cases for the general public too, to use.

Sutaria did BE in computer engineering from Mumbai University, and then Master’s from the New Jersey
Institute of Technology, after which he moved to California to work as a software engineer with Arcot Systems. It
was in San Francisco that he first came across air-quality monitors, being set up as part of a city project.

“I believed India could benefit from this, and when | came back in 2010, | started making these monitors and took
them to some organisations, but we didn't find any funding,” he says. He then spent a few years as an loT

researcher at Mindtree.
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